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12 Days of Christmas,              
12 Months on Campus 

Most of us think of Christmas as a day beginning at the crack of 
dawn on December 25 when little ones leap out of bed and run 
out their bedroom doors. Likewise, it’s a day which commences 
when everyone crashes in a powerful mix of joy, exhaustion 
and candy cane breath. Yet, liturgically Christmas is an entire 
season lasting 12 Gloria in Excelsis filled days, stretching all the 
way to Epiphany on January 6. After waiting in Advent’s 
repentant hope for nearly a month, we may as well enjoy the 
birth of Jesus for 12 days! So enjoy these 12 days of Christmas 
and join me in reflecting on the past 12 months of Christ’s 
blessings on the campus of Ball State University and in the 
sheepfold of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. Muncie, IN. 

In Christ, 

 

Deaconess Shaina Mitchell 

C H R I S T M A S  2 0 1 3  

Alumni 
Invite your family 

members and pastor to 
receive our annual 

newsletter. 

Email contact info to 
Deaconess Mitchell at 

dcs.smm@gmail.com or mail 
contact info to: 

Lutheran Student Fellowship 
610 N. Reserve St.        
Muncie, IN 47303 

SHARE THE JOY OF     
OUR LORD’S WORK!        
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February January 

2013 began with 425 other college students and 
campus ministry workers attending 
UNWRAPPED in St. Louis, MO. This event 
was our synod’s first national campus ministry 
conference in over 10 years!  Our BSU crew 
carpooled to St. Louis with our friends from 
Butler and IUPUI.  (David Wurdeman’s twin 
brother Andrew from IU Bloomington may 
have also snuck into our caravan).   
 
At the UNWRAPPED Conference we spent 
three overflowing days unwrapping the gifts we 
have in our Lord’s Word, making new friends, 
singing beautiful Lutheran hymns, and 
learning about Christian Apologetics. January 
also marked the beginning of a new semester at 
Ball State and the continuation of our weekly 
campus Bible Study on the book of Acts and 
our Book Club discussions on BROKEN: 7 
"Christian" Rules That Every Christian Ought to 
Break as Often as Possible by Rev. Jonathan Fisk. 
 
Likewise, the Christian faith was taught in 
song as vocal choir resumed and the hand bells 
continued to provide musical offerings in our 
fellowship.  
 
 

In February, LSF divided and conquered. Half 
of the students stayed in Muncie to prepare 
delicious Valentine’s Day cookies with Jeanna 
Watts and Lori Foist. The less culinary 
inclined students traveled with Deaconess to a 
Christ on Campus Weekend hosted by 
University Lutheran Church in Bloomington. 
There we studied the Last Day and 
resurrection of the body under the tutelage of 
Rev. Dr. Charles Gieschen. 
  
Just a few days later, we prepared for Lent by 
hosting “Lent & Pancakes” in the fellowship 
hall. John and Jane Harman used ingredients 
that Christians may fast from in the season 
Lent to prepare a Fat Tuesday-esque feast of 
pancakes and sausage. Pastor Mackey 
instructed attendees in the theological history 
and traditions surrounding the season of the 
Lent. 
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April 
 

April was a month to celebrate our life 
together in the confession of faith we share! 
On April 14, we recognized the 75th 
Anniversary of Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Muncie. Pastor Karner preached 
in the Divine Service and President Glenn 
Branscome emceed the celebration 
luncheon where LSF provided a special 
presentation, and the Sunday School choir 
offered hymns of praise. Moreover, on April 
28 we witnessed the confirmations of Sara 
Crone, Nicholas Price, Joshua Monroe, and 
Zachary Myers. 
 

May 
 
In May we were blessed to witness another 
confirmation, as Christine Hill was 
confirmed on May 5. That same week 
Adam Bailey, Bryan Beerman, Devon Hill, 
Hannah Hollowell, Brandon Loshe, Hilary 
Madinger Erin Matheny, Sara Nahrwold, 
Gary Parks Sr., Adam Schaffer, and Katie 
Schwipps graduated from Ball State. Having 
earned a 4.0 every semester, Bryan Beerman 
graduated summa cum laude. Bryan is now 
completing an internship and pursuing a 
master’s degree from Ball State's 
Department of Architecture. 

1

March 
 

Madison Perkins, Adam Schaffer, Erin 
Matheny, and David Wurdeman returned 
early from spring break to present alongside 
Carol and Larry Koss and Deaconess Mitchell 
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 
Indianapolis. Pastor Seth Mierow and the 
congregation of St. Peter’s took joy in our 
Lord’s work in Muncie and reflected on the 
campus ministry possibilities at Butler and 
IUPUI. (Today there are 20 students involved 
in the Butler-IUPUI campus ministry.) 
 
Also in March we took a fellowship trip to the 
SkyZone trampoline park and a mercy trip to 
Henryville, IN. In Henryville we were thrilled 
to see significant progress since the 2012 
tornado. At the SkyZone we were thrilled to 
see that Ross and Elise Boyd can practically 
leap buildings in a single bound.  
 
Easter rolled in on the last Sunday of March. 
We gathered around life giving Word and 
Sacrament at Grace to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord. He is risen! He is 
risen, indeed! Alleluia! After Divine Services, 
several professors and students enjoyed an 
open house and extreme outdoor Easter egg 
hunt at the parsonage.  



 

 

YOUR CAMPUS TODAY CHRISTMAS 2013 

4 

June - July 
The summer months were filled with conferences, BSU Council of Religious Advisers 
projects, trainings and the tracking down of incoming freshman. Best of all was Tell It on the 
Mountain vacation bible school. LSF student, Amanda Stecker, assisted the children with 
games.  
 
On July 4, the Board of Discipleship coordinated a lamb roast in the church parking lot. 
This was the first USA Independence Day celebration that our international student friends 
had ever attended. The red white and blue fireworks summoned thankfulness for the 
freedoms we enjoy in our country and thankfulness that Linda Cook and Dale Huhke can 
somehow fit two whole lambs in the parsonage refrigerator!  

August - September 

 
53 attendees from various campuses joined us for 
services in the sanctuary and presentations in the 
fellowship hall. We studied angels, demons, and 
primarily Jesus under the tutelage of Rev. John 
Dreyer.  
 
In addition to worship and higher learning, we 
enjoyed a flaming martial arts presentation 
(outdoors) by Jason Hufford and also Diana 
James’ Saturday evening chicken noodle soup 
dinner.  

 October was Stewardship Awareness Month at 
Grace. The highlight of this campaign was no 
doubt the reflections of Linda Cook, Steve 
Anderson, Rachel Thompson, and Pastor Mackey 
who continually pointed to the stewardship of our 
Savior who has given us His eternal grace and 
peace.  
 
On October 6 we were blessed to witness the… 

In August the students returned to Ball State and 
Taylor. We welcomed them with rides to Divine 
Service and a host of fellowship opportunities 
which flowed into September when we hosted our 
Christ on Campus Weekend.  

October 
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On December 1, we were blessed to witness 
the baptism and confirmation of Harold 
O’Bryant and the confirmation of Ball State 
Student Angela Shelby.  
 
The following Saturday, LSF enjoyed an 
Ugly Christmas Sweater party and officially 
recognized Jason Hufford as owner of the 
ugliest Christmas sweater. (There were 
rhinestones involved.)  
 
On December 13 Madison Perkins, Travis 
Schwipps, Anna Wurdeman, and 
Jacqueline Zaiko graduated from Ball State 
University. Having achieved a 4.0 
cumulative grade point average, Madison 
Perkins graduated summa cum laude.  
 

                    
December continued with many meals, a 
very special Children’s Christmas Program, 
mid-week Advent Services and repentant 
hope in the coming Christ child.  
 
As you can see, 2013 was marked with not 
just growth in our membership roster, but 
growth in our life together discerning and 
confessing our Savior. May 2014 be 
overflowing with joy in Christ who has 
bound us together in His holy precious body 
and blood! 
 
 

1

…confirmation of Hazel Hindsley; and on 
October 13 we welcomed CJ Dehning and 
Hannah Horstmeyer into Associate 
Membership at Grace. The welcomes 
continued on October 20 as we hosted the 
LWML Kokomo Zone Rally and October 
26 when we hosted our first Community 
Assistance Day.  

 
    
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
26 Ball State Students worked alongside 
Grace members to distribute groceries, coats 
and care to over 100 Muncie households.  

 

Following All Saints’ Day on November 1, 
we observed our second annual Campus 
Ministry Sunday on November 3. Rev. 
Dave Stecker from Emanuel Lutheran 
Church New Haven, IN served as our guest 
preacher. Pastor Stecker is the father of 
Bryan and Amanda Stecker and his 
congregation is home to several LSF alumni 
and current students.  

 
The best part of the day was that baby 
Garrett Kevin Cahoe was baptized into 
Christ. Garrett is the son of Chris and 
Michelle Cahoe (BSU Class of 2003). 
 
                            

November 

December 
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Donate Today 
Make checks payable to: 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Memo Line:  

Campus Ministry, Dedicated 

 

“A good man leaves an inheritance to 
his children's children.” 

 
Proverbs 13:22a 

Campus Ministry 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 

610 N. Reserve St.  
Muncie, IN 47303 
 

Ball State LSF Alumni & Friends 

 

Donations may be mailed to: 

Campus Ministry 

c/o Grace Lutheran Church 

610 N. Reserve St. 

Muncie, IN 47303 

 


