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Sharing God’s Gifts
Beyond Campus

Alumni
Invite your family members and
congregation to receive our newsletter.
Email contact info to Deaconess
Shaina Mitchell at
dcs.smm@gmail.com or call us at
(765)282-1302.

Greetings in the name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
(And Chirp! Chirp!)
What a great joy it is to hear
about the diverse opportunities
for service that the Lord has
opened in the lives of our Ball
State LCMS U Alumni.
Christ is indeed working
through Lori (Whisler)
Bennett’s dedicated service in
the medical field, Kent
Rehmer’s faithful leadership in
his congregation, and Rev. Cory
Estby’s marvelous contributions to family entertainment in his community. As
you read Kyle Richardson’s piece on stewardship, reflect on Christ, for He is
the good steward who provides every good and gracious gift for you!
One thing is clear, our alumni strive to be good stewards of God’s many and
varied gifts.
In Christ,

Ball State LCMS U exists
to share the Gospel, teach
the faith and bring
students into a meaningful
fellowship of believers.
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Ball State LCMS U
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Serving In God’s Grace
Lori (Whisler) Bennett
BSU Class of 1998, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
BSU Class of 2000, Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology
I became a Lutheran during my freshman year at Ball State. I
had grown up going to non-denominational Christian
churches but there was always something missing in what I
had been taught. At the urging of my high school sweetheart
Alvin, I decided to check out the local LCMS church when I
got to college. After going through adult confirmation classes
with Pastor Herring, I finally found what had been missing
all those years. In reading the Small Catechism, my questions
about God and what I believed were answered. It was such a
relief to realize that no amount of good works or behavior
would save me. It is simply by grace through faith in Christ
that we are saved.

“It was such a relief to
realize that no amount of
my good works or
behavior would save me.”

One of my favorite things about being involved in LSF and
Grace was the feeling of family and friendship that I received
from all my fellow congregation and LSF members. Nothing
was more fun than going to congregational potlucks, LSF
retreats, servant events, or singing in the LSF choir. I was
also lucky to have the opportunity to grow both personally
and spiritually by acting as an officer in the LSF. You can’t
be shy when you are responsible for planning and leading
servant events for your fellow LSF members. The
interpersonal skills and spiritual knowledge I learned while at
Grace and being part of LSF has served me well in all my
professional and church related roles since leaving Muncie.

I worked at Carle Clinic for 8 years before being offered the
opportunity to help start a Neuropsychology Department
with another Neuropsychologist in Temple, TX at Scott &
White Hospital. I have been the Lead Neuropsychometrist
with Scott and White for seven years now.

After completing my Master’s degree in Clinical Psychology
at Ball State in 2000, I moved to Urbana, IL to work as a
neuropsychometrist in the Neuropsychology department at
Carle Clinic. A neuropsychometrist conducts cognitive
testing on patients to assess their memory, language,
executive functioning, attention, and other cognitive abilities
under the guidance of a Neuropsychologist. This testing helps
a Neuropsychologist to determine if a patient has various
types of dementia, Parkinson’s disease, ADHD, learning
disabilities, and much more.

Over the years I have been blessed with the opportunity to
help train many other neuropsychometrists as well as
participate in testing patients on both an outpatient basis and
during surgeries such as Deep Brain Stimulation and
Cortical Mappings. I also currently serve on the Board of
Directors for the National Association of Psychometrists
(NAP), co-chairing NAP’s national conference here in
Austin this November.
Continued on p. 3

Pastor Robert Herring

Pastor of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Muncie, IN 1992 - 1996
I am now serving Grace Lutheran Church, Holiday Island, AR, a small congregation in a
planned retirement community. We're a few miles away from Eureka Springs, AR and a little
more than an hour south of Branson, MO. The average age of our members is in the 70s,
although we do have one family with teen and college age children. My wife Barb died in 2012
and I remarried in 2014 (her name is Barbara. I didn’t plan it that way but I know God has a
great sense of humor!). After I left Grace, I served in Fort Smith, AR for eleven years and then in
Ringwood, NJ for seven. I couldn't ask for anything more!
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Rev. Cory Estby ’98

Kent Rehmer ’98

I married Christena (Jones) in July 1999 at Grace
Lutheran Church. I worked as an elementary music
teacher for the Wabash City Schools for two years before
entering pastoral training at Concordia Theological
Seminary Ft. Wayne in 2001.

After I graduated Ball State in 1998, I moved to
Chicago’s Logan Square neighborhood. My family still
lives in the Chicago suburbs where I grew up.

After a campus ministry vicarage in Boulder, CO I
received an M.Div. in 2005 and Divine Call to serve Zion
Lutheran Church, Grant Park, IL as sole pastor and most
recently circuit visitor.

For the past 15 years, I have been working for Eckenhoff
Saunders Architects where I have designed countless
medical facilities including a major Hospital addition,
and most recently an art gallery for Illinois State
University which opened last fall.

Christena and I have been blessed with the joy of raising
three children (Gabriel, 12; Kaleigh, 10; and Samuel
whom we adopted in
February, age 1).

I am a member of St. James Lutheran Church in Lincoln
Park where I am an elder, manage maintenance projects,
and play in the hand bell choir (which I first learned to do
at Grace).

I enjoy participating in
fantasy sports, but find more
delight and success while in
my tap shoes at the dance
studio or singing and acting
onstage with the local
theater troupe (previously as
the Tin Man in "The Wizard
of Oz" and upcoming roles
in "Sweeney Todd")!

In my spare time I enjoy various woodworking projects
such as building furniture and home renovation
projects. In just the past month, I finished remodeling a
church friend’s kitchen, installed baseboard and door trim
in another church friend’s baby’s bedroom, and helped
my brother build a deck. To relax I enjoy nothing more
than to sit back and watch my favorite sports teams: the
Cubs, Bears, and the Blackhawks. I am currently looking
forward to a trip to Prague and Munich for Oktoberfest in
the fall.

Lori (Whisler) Bennett, continued from p. 2
I greatly enjoy being an active member of King of Kings Lutheran Church in
Round Rock, TX. I currently serve on their Lay Ministry Council as the Lay
Minister of Missions. As the Lay Minister of Missions, I help provide the
congregation with information about global missions work, and help teach the
necessary skills to promote local outreach by our congregation members to
church visitors and to others in our everyday lives. I am also a member of the
church’s Altar Guild, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, and Stephen
Ministry Program. I am married to my high school sweetheart, Alvin Bennett.
We have two miniature dachshunds, Hansel and Gretel. We are also
expecting our first child in November!
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Alumni Notes
Rev. Jordan McKinley ’06

Sarah (Kehe) Claudill ’10

I married Andrea (at Grace!) in 2007. We have since
had three children: Naomi (b. 2010), Collin (b. 2011),
and Theodore (b. 2013). I attended Concordia
Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne from 2008-2012. I
did my vicarage at Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Pagosa Springs, CO, and I now serve as the pastor of St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Bennett, IA, and St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Stanwood, IA. However, I recently
accepted a call to Trinity Lutheran Church in Vallonia,
IN. My installation will be August 23.

I married to Ritchie Caudill on Dec. 15, 2012 and we
currently reside in Fishers, IN with our two year old
weimaraner, Beneficence (Beni). I recently completed my
Master of Physician Assistant Studies degree at Butler
University and anticipate working for Methodist Hospital
with the cardiovascular surgery team starting this fall. (I
also want to say “hi” to the GLC choir!!!)

Michael Rogowski ’11
I completed my doctorate in nutritional science this
summer and graduated with no student loan debt. I am
moving on to a post-doctoral research appointment at
The University of Alabama. I'm looking forward to
finally making a decent living and having more time and
money to devote to my hobbies and interests outside of
work.

Michelle (Resner) Borcherding ’08
I got married to Micah in March 2009 and relocated to
Brownsburg, IN. We have welcomed three children to
our family, Samuel (Sept. 2010), Hannah (Aug. 2012),
and Rachel (March 2014). I am a stay at home mom
and help coordinate my MOPS group.

Jeff Hendrix ’12
I got married to Carla Carmichael this past August. We
have been blessed with only one cat. I have completed
my coursework at Bethany Lutheran Theological
Seminary and have been assigned as a vicar at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Indianola, IA (ELS).
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Stewardship: Chaos or Cosmos?
By Kyle Richardson ’14

College life can seem chaotic. The common experience of
Jesus has come not to be served but to serve and to give
finals week proves it. What once seemed to be in order
His life as a ransom for the world (Mt 20:28)! Even
now unravels as one by one the deadlines make their
worship fundamentally means to receive from Jesus.
house calls. Assignments demand more time than
Worship confesses the current reality: Jesus already rules
expected. Group projects take major hits from unreliable
over all things and all things work for him (Rm 11:36).
classmates. Work seems completed only in name. Not to
Worshiping Christians believe that Jesus makes them the
mention that internship applications and scholarship
center of His existence, that He lives for them as the Head
requirements loom ahead as the next steps to success. All
of His Body, whom He loves as a husband loves his wife
this makes for enough anxiety to turn any president’s
(Eph 5:28). You are the apple of His eye (Ps 17:8). Jesus’
brown hair white. Once diplomas are framed, work in the
work is faithfully directed toward His creation.
“real world” needs doing, loans paying,
Jesus has come not to Here’s a better description of stewardship: the
and families need care. Talk about
balance of work and worship. We who live in
anxiety! So goes the chaotic college life.
be served but to serve the
workday find renewal in God who
and to give His life as a established the pattern of work and worship
Yet the Christian life is a cosmic life
(cosmic meaning ordered existence).
ransom for the world (Gn 2:2-3). In worship God sanctifies us with
This doesn’t mean the end of
His presence, and we rest in the Word of the
(Mt 20:28)!
assignments, loan payments, and
Gospel proclaimed in our Baptism. There He
deadlines. The various pressures of
makes us children of the Father with Jesus.
education still apply, but these never rule the day for
The college student, who prays for better grades, doesn’t
Christians.
go to church in order to get better grades. We do not
worship in order to work. As God’s children, we can see
Here is the difference. Students who are wearied by the
the bigger picture of our lives coming from God; and
changes and chances of life find their rest in Jesus and
because we are God’s children, we desire to study well
God the Father. Jesus rules all things; the deadline
and make the most of the great opportunity that an
doesn’t. Our festival of Ascension Day celebrates the
gracious reign of the Good Shepherd. Jesus sits enthroned
education at Ball State has provided. Then we join Jesus
in serving the creation according to His perfect order.
over and orders all creation for the benefit of his Church.
College students need to know, before and above all else,
Chaos becomes cosmos.
that Jesus cares for them as their God and Redeemer
from sin.
Kyle is enrolled in the M.Div. program at Concordia
Theological Seminary Ft. Wayne. He recently enjoyed an urban
Christians commonly define stewardship as making Jesus
summer vicarage experience with Philadelphia Lutheran
the Lord of their time and talents. We imagine the perfect
Ministries and is looking forward to studying abroad this fall at
Christian as one who has made Jesus the ruler over every
Lutherische Theologische Hochschule in Oberursel, Germany.
aspect of their life. Jesus stands at the center and all the
work directs itself towards Him. While true in some
ways, it fails to give the full picture.
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Alumni Notes
Erin (Matheny) Bauer ’13

Eric Dewell ’14

In May 2015 I completed my deaconess coursework at
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO and in June I
began my deaconess internship at Village Lutheran
Church in Ladue, MO. In August of 2014 I married
Micah Bauer, who just completed his Masters of
Divinity at Concordia Seminary and is continuing his
studies for a Masters of Sacred Theology.

Since graduation, I've worked as a podcast manager and
audio editor for Higher Things Radio. Also, I've enlisted
into the United States Air Force with hopes to work
around the country and world. Later this month I will
depart for Basic Training at Lackland Air Force Base and
then head to the Defense Language Institute in
Monterey, CA.

Anna Wurdeman ’13

Craig Rossiter ’14

I am currently pursuing a Master's degree in Literacy,
Culture, and Language Education at Indiana University.
I am a house fellow and deacon(ess) of worship at
University Lutheran Church in Bloomington. This role
entails scheduling altar guild, greeters, and ushers, and
cleaning the linens and making sure the candles don’t
get too low on oil. I am very excited to visit Muncie
sometimes, since my younger brother Andrew will be
starting graduate school at Ball State this fall!

The summer following my graduation I did an internship
with Travelers Insurance in Hartford, CT. After that was
over, I went back home to Minnesota and helped with the
fall harvest. I have since taken a job with American
Family Insurance as an Entry Level Actuarial Analyst in
Madison, WI.

Pray For Our
Ball State and Taylor
LCMS U Alumni
at Seminary
Jeff Hendrix ’12, M.Div. Program at Bethany Lutheran Seminary, Mankato, MN
Bryan Stecker ’12, M.Div. Program at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN
Erin Matheny ’13, Deaconess Program at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO
Zach Hayden ’14, M.A. Program at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN
Kyle Richardson ’14, M.Div. Program at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN
Connor Ryan ’14, M.Div. Program at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN
Jess Biermann ’14, M.Div. Program at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO
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Engagements, Marriages, and Births
Married on July 11, 2015
Zach Hayden ’14 & Emma Garcia

Married on July 18, 2015
Larry Clingler & CJ Dehning ’14

Engaged on July 26, 2015
Isaiah Felton ’15 & Heidi Gottschalk

Leah Ann Spry
Born April 26, 2015
7 lbs. 13 oz.

Anna Marie Trombley
Born June 9, 2015
6 lbs. 10 oz.

Rosalina Jean Schwipps
Born July 14, 2015
3 lbs. 13 oz.

Parents
Thomas Spry '09
Maggie (Siefers) Spry

Parents
Rev. Mike Trombley
Deac. Kim (Coe) Trombley ’09

Parents
Travis Schwipps ’13
Katherine (Higginbothom) Schwipps ’13
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Let Us Pray…

For students preparing for the fall semester
For LCMS U officers Jason Hufford, Brittni Beerman, Elizabeth Masson, Emily Parker
For the faculty and staff community of Taylor and Ball State Universities, especially Kathryn Ludwig, Peter
Krenzke, Lohren Deeg, Chris Cahoe, Eric McCoy, and the family of Bill Bryant
For all the saints of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
For all our alumni and their families, especially Katie Schwipps and baby Rosalina Jean Schwipps

Support Campus Ministry
Make checks payable to: Grace Lutheran Church
Memo Line: Campus Ministry
Mail to: LCMS U
610 N. Reserve St.
Muncie, IN 47303

